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Large Group 
Discussion

Definitions
• What do you think of when 

you hear the word, 
“evangelization”?

• What do you think is NEW 
about the “new 
evangelization”?

• What do you think your 
children need to truly fall in 
love with God?



True Evangelization is 
Christocentric

• What & who do you think of when you 

hear the word “Evangelization”?

• Should be Jesus Christ

• How do we talk about Jesus Christ?  

How do we keep His names on our lips?  

How do we share about the person of 

Jesus Christ?

• If we believed that Jesus was here in the 

room – how would our language 

change?



Finding Your Child’s 
“Evangelization Language”
• Parallels to Gary Chapman’s Five Love Languages

• God draws each of us through the good, the true, 
and the beautiful, but everyone is drawn by one of 
these three more than the others.

• Finding examples of goodness, truth, and beauty in 
ordinary life

• Our job of parents of helping our children to not 
only see those things, but to also connect them to 
God who IS goodness, truth, and beauty itself.

• Encountering the sublime – connecting to God 
multiplies the goodness, truth, and beauty we 
experience



Evangelization – Responding to Your Child’s Needs & Not 
Your Pre-Conceived Ideas about Their Needs
• Patrick Sullivan:  “Evangelization 

is speaking the Good News in 
ways that people need.”

• Requires authentic listening

• Not minimalizing their problems 
when we see them from a more 
universal (adult) perspective

• AFTER listening, we’re in a
unique position to help bridge 
the gap and show them 
concretely how the Good News 
of the Gospel answers that 
specific need.



Unique Opportunities 
to Reach Your Family

• Where can I reach that priests, nuns, etc. 
cannot?

• Where does my relationship with my
children give me instant credibility that
others can never have (despite the
appearances of our children dismissing 
what we have to say)?

• What are the ways that my evangelization 
to my kids is organic and concrete where 
others might only be able to evangelize in 
an abstract way?



Our Role in the New 
Evangelization

• New Evangelization:

• New audience (those baptized & no longer 
practicing their faith)

• Who does it (all of us as part of Baptism 
mandate)

• New ardor

• New methods

• New expressions



Seven Habits of Highly Effective Evangelists
by Chris Stefanick

Do these – evangelization will flow naturally and come across as 
authentic as opposed to trying to sell someone something

1. Keep First Things First
• The Gospel!
• Affirmative Orthodoxy
• Talk about morality issues within this first context-a love story.  Explain 

WHY.
• A relationship not an ideology
• PRAY!

2. Make Time (for People)
• Seeing the opportunity
• Dealing with annoying people who demand of your time
• “Friendship is the ordinary form for evangelization…and friendship takes 

time.”
• Share the faith because we’re their friends NOT their friends so we can 

share the faith with them.
• Accompaniment – meeting people where they are at, and then leading 

them because we love them
• Put people first (not faking it)



Seven Habits of Highly Effective Evangelists
by Chris Stefanick

3. Present the Gospel as a Celebration of Life
• JOY!
• Experience the faith as part of feast/life makes it immediately 

attractive
• Faith doesn’t take away beauty and appreciation of life –

rather it enhances it (like looking at a beautiful 
sunset/mountain etc.) because it perceives all as gift and an 
expression of love

• Chesterton:  “Angels can fly because they take themselves so 
lightly.”

4. Give
• Esp. to things that build up the Church (particularly through 

evangelization)
• Discerning (not just Catholic in name only)
• Give away stuff (books, media, etc.) – ready to share
• Works of Mercy



Seven Habits of Highly
Effective Evangelists
by Chris Stefanick

5. Don’t Let Fear Get in the Way
• No topics off the table
• Love other people more than we love our comfort zones
• Don’t have to nag – make your point and keep loving them 

(and they’ll know the reason behind your love)
• Not just in ministry setting but in every-day life

6. Witness with Your Life
• Your life reflects the message (do examination of conscience)
• See your weakness – but hear you say you are sorry & go to 

Confession (on a journey)
• Authenticity & striving
• Culture of honor (first task is to lead the charge in loving 

Jesus more than anyone else).  All else naturally flows from 
this.

• Does your presence keep people in line (can’t do that stuff 
around you)?



Seven Habits of Highly 
Effective Evangelists
by Chris Stefanick

7. Pray as You Go

• Can you perceive the needs in your kids’ lives 
that Jesus sees in them?

• Be able to think straight – connect with Christ 
so you can evangelize and lead others

• ASK what Jesus wants you to do to help lead 
your kids?



Universal Call of Matthew 28 &
Particular Call of All Parents

Jesus at the Last Judgment:  “Now, show me your disciples”



Small Group 
Discussion #1

• What “evidence” is there in your day-to-day family 
life that Jesus is real for you and your family?

• What are some stories you can share about the 
“evangelization languages” of your children?

• What are some organic experiences you’ve had in 
the last week in which you might have had the 
opportunity to point out goodness, truth, and/or 
beauty to your children?

• What are some things you do to discover the real 
needs your children have and how they need to 
hear the Good News in those ways?



Small Group 
Discussion #2

• What are some ways that you include the WHY 
when guiding your children in the faith?

• How do you emphasize what the Church is FOR and 
not just what the Church is against?

• What topics do you find it difficult to approach with 
your children?  How do you handle them?

• What are some tips you’ve discovered about finding 
the balance between the extreme of silence 
(avoiding the truth) and nagging (lacking charity)?

• If someone asked your children about how they 
know the depths of your love for Christ and the 
Church, what would they say?

• Praying for and with your children – how do you do 
this and how do you see it has impacted your 
children?



Sharing Insights from Your 
Small Group Discussions



Key 
Resources 
for the 
Next 
Month

https://watch.formed.org/videos/chapter-27-7-principles-of-evangelizing-parishes
https://watch.formed.org/videos/evangelizing-in-and-with-the-family
https://watch.formed.org/videos/chapter-7-new-evangelization-what-s-wrong-with-the-old-one
https://watch.formed.org/evangelization-with-chris-stefanick
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html

