
Sunday, December 26, 2021 

Feast of the Holy Family (Year C) 

SUNDAY READINGS: 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28; 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24; Luke 2:41-52 

(Year A optional) Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Colossians 3:12-21; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

SUNDAY GOSPEL: 

Each year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, and when he was twelve years old,  

they went up according to festival custom.  After they had completed its days, as they were returning, the boy 

Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it.  Thinking that he was in the caravan, they 

journeyed for a day and looked for him among their relatives and acquaintances,   

but not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem to look for him.  After three days they found him in the 

temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions, and all who heard him 

were astounded at his understanding and his answers.  When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his 

mother said to him, “Son, why have you done this to us?  Your father and I have been looking for you with great 

anxiety.”  And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me?  Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 

house?”  But they did not understand what he said to them.  He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and 

was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her heart.  And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age 

and favor before God and man. 
 

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY DISCUSSION IN PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY 

1. Describe a time there was a misunderstanding or miscommunication between you and another family member.  To 

what degree was the miscommunication based upon assumptions – that due to custom or habit that’s what always 

happens?  Were both you and the other person even alerted to the misunderstanding, or were one or both of you 

unaware that something had gone awry (in much the same way that Mary and Joseph didn’t know that Jesus was 

missing because they just wrote things off as typical for something like that)?  How did everyone eventually become 

aware of the misunderstanding?  Did it cause hurt feelings or heightened emotions?  These sorts of miscommunication 

– based upon how things have always been – tend to happen most with loved ones and others who know us best.  

How does that make the misunderstanding easier or harder to resolve? 

2. In this Gospel, Mary and Joseph made the assumption that Jesus was in their caravan, but they also tried to verify that 

information by looking for him among their relatives and acquaintances.  Why do you think It is important to not just 

act based upon assumptions?  What are the types of assumptions that you normally make about other family 

members?  Are those assumptions typically about positive things or negative things?  To what degree do previous bad 

experiences color our thoughts about what other family members are doing and their reason for doing those things?  

What are some ways that we can give each other the benefit of the doubt, but without being naive (in other words, 

giving each other the legitimate opportunity to act better than in the past)? 

3. Describe a time that something that you did had an unintentional impact on another family member.  Even when 

we’re doing God’s will (like Jesus was in this Gospel) how might it unintentionally hurt others?  What are some things 

you can do to minimize how others might be negatively affected by something you have to do?  Why do you think it is 

important to still do God’s will even if it might cause hurt feelings in others?  If you were the one, who was 

unintentionally hurt by something someone else had to do, what can you do to avoid feeling resentment towards 

them? 

4. In this Gospel we hear of a couple of responses to misunderstanding.  First, Mary kept it in her heart – not stewing on 

it – but trying to see where God’s will was in the whole situation.  Second, Jesus’ response to the misunderstanding 

was obedience – His listening to Mary and Joseph wasn’t dependent upon them having to explain themselves to Him.  

Based on the examples of Mary and Jesus, what are some ways that you can respond better when there are 

misunderstandings between you and other family members, especially between child and parent? 


