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Saint Patrick Catholic Church  Kokomo, Indiana 

St. Patrick Parish Family Thanksgiving Dinner  

Saturday, November 18 after 5:30 Mass 

What: Parish Family Thanksgiving Dinner 

When: Saturday, November 18 following 5:30 Mass 

Where: St. Patrick Parish Hall  

RSVP: Contact the parish office by November 16 at 452-6021 or liz.w@stpatrick-kokomo.org  

 Please bring the following based on the first letter of your last name: 

  A-F —  Salad or hot vegetable dish 

  G-Z — Side dish 

  S-Z —  Dessert  

Join us, as we celebrate the gratitude we hold within our parish family. Let us praise God for the blessings 

He’s given us and come together in fellowship with one another. We’ll see you there! 

 Turkey, mashed potatoes, and drinks 
will be provided by the parish! 

The annual Memorial Mass, hosted by the Helpers In 

Sorrow ministry, is scheduled for Saturday, November 

4 at 2:00 pm. 

Please join your parish family at this Mass as we 

remember those who have died since All Souls’ Day 

2016 and as we share our love and support with their 

families. A reception will take place in the parish hall 

after Mass. 

Eucharistic Procession will 

conclude 11 am Mass. 

Sunday, 

November 26 

Christ the King  Christ the King  In Memoriam 
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Please Pray for the  
Holy Father’s Intentions 

 
Christians in Asia 
That Christians in Asia, 
bearing witness to the 
Gospel in word and deed, 
may promote dialogue, 
peace, and mutual 
understanding, especially 
with those of other religions. 

 

 

 

The last of the leaves are falling fast in this last of the fall season.  But cheer up!  Lots of 
holidays are in the near future!  But, you say – hurricanes and earthquakes are happening; 
people are being shot; temperatures are turning cold; lots of people are sick; there is no 
respect for our flag and leadership anymore!  God allows bad things throughout the world as 

He has throughout history, so we can appreciate the good things that do happen around us! 

Let’s look at some of those. First of all, not all of us has ALL of the things I mention, but we all have SOME of 
them.  Like Faith, like friends, like family members – people who love us and people we love, too! In this month of 
Thanksgiving, we need to be thankful for them. St. Vincent DePaul is thankful for all of you, our volunteers – 
whether you wait on customers, work in the back by hanging clothes, transport items to and from us, count the 
money and maintain the books, fix and maintain our store space – we could not exist without all of you. We also 
appreciate all of you who donate items most of the year, food on Sharing Sundays, and cash donations to give us 
the OPPORTUNITY to help the poor of this community. Remember, our faith tells us that helping the poor is 
helping Jesus and that, in return, helps you get to heaven! 

How about when we thank God for what we have?  Like lots of clothes in the current fashion – or not – but are 
a wee bit tight? (Save them to donate in December!) In the meantime, we have all sizes in all of the fall colors at 
inexpensive costs like $4 each – where else can you get bargains like that? As the weather gets colder, we have 
nice, warm coats, scarves, hats and gloves to mix and match.  Also, winter jammies, flannel sheets and pillow 
cases, some blankets, and bed pillows.  Did I mention pillows?  Check out our throw pillows that add spice to all 
rooms along with beautifully framed pictures hanging on our walls – and they change weekly.  

Are we thankful for our talents?  Like sewing, knitting, crocheting, carpentry, creative crafts – St. Vincent 
DePaul could sell all of these homemade items as gifts for Christmas for those who cannot afford to pay much for 
beautiful things!  Did I say Christmas?  Starting in this month, our household items are moved down to the first 
level to make room for our Christmas Department – and we have lots of gorgeous things to display.  So, come in 
and browse, weekly – as we add to the display constantly.  Thank you in advance for shopping with us. 

Are we thankful for all the food we have?  November is especially important to donate extra food as we have 
lots of folks who need our Thanksgiving Boxes.  Check your respective bulletins for items needed.  A lot of us 
take our food for granted; we are not aware of how difficult it is for those who are food insecure to even have a 
family gathering at Thanksgiving.  That is sad in America, which is considered a land of plenty! 

Lastly, let us be thankful for this beautiful land that is ours to use.  Like all of the bounty that our land 

produces, its mountains, its rivers and streams, its awesome sunsets – even if the trees are bare – and snow!  

Awe, come on – we all like snow – just not too much of it! So, let us thank God for all that we do have; and ask 

Him to heal those who would hurt us. Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Recently Baptized 

Samantha Schaak 

Nicholas Turner 

Miles Konopa 

Eisley Conwell 

Addison Miller 

Allison Miller 



3 The Journey to Heaven with Saint Francis 
“Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord, all praise is Yours, all glory, all honor and all blessings.”    

— St. Francis, Canticle of the Sun 
 
St. Francis of Assisi is one of the most cherished saints in the history of the Church; he lived and died eight 
centuries ago. What is so attractive about his way of life that people still want to follow it?  Francis had a genius 
for seeing the face of Christ in everyone he met: bishop or leper, Christian or Muslim, friend or stranger. Francis 
faced some of the biggest questions of his day: How to respond to the growing gap between rich and poor?  How 
to make peace between enemies?  What is our relationship to the world God made?  Where is God when we 
suffer? Because these are also today’s questions, Francis has much to say to us.  
 

Do you wish to experience St. Francis’ view of life and enjoy a closer relationship with Jesus?   Do you want a life 
that is not tied to material goods?  Do you yearn for more than the fleeting happiness that comes with worldly 
success?   Most of us want these treasures but need a practical way to find our heart’s desire.  One available 
way is the Secular Franciscan Order (OFS), a lay order of adults who dedicate themselves to follow Jesus Christ 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures by living a life modeled by St. Francis of Assisi.    
 

The Secular Franciscan Order is present to the practicing Catholic faith community in Kokomo. The local fraternity, 
Lady Clare Fraternity, named after St Clare of Assisi, meets on the third Friday of each month. The fraternity 
offers nurturing support for Catholics who desire a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.  The fraternity also 
provides financial and prayer support for the Kokomo Monastery of the Poor Clares.     
 

The process of becoming a Secular Franciscan begins when a candidate enters into orientation followed by 
inquiry and candidacy.  Orientation provides time for dialogue and developing relationships in the fraternity. 
During orientation you are introduced to the lives of St. Francis and St. Clare while sharing in the Franciscan 
prayer life. You are given information about the order. Orientation is a time to discern if the Holy Spirit is calling 
you to a Secular Franciscan vocation and lasts a minimum of three months. Inquiry is the first formal period of 
study. Inquiry offers an in-depth study of the lives of St. Francis and St. Clare. During inquiry you learn about the 
Franciscan charism and history. Inquiry deepens your understanding of what it means to be secular and 
Franciscan.  Inquiry is a minimum of six months during which time you will discern if the Spirit is calling you to the 
Secular Franciscan way of life.  Candidacy is the final phase which prepares you for a permanent commitment 
by immersion into fraternity life and an in-depth study of the Rule and Constitutions. Central to this stage of 
formation is Article 4 of The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order which states, "The rule and life of the Secular 
Franciscan is this: to observe the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ by following Saint Francis of Assisi, who made 
Christ the inspiration and the center of his life with God and people." Candidacy is a minimum of eighteen months 
and culminates in the Candidate making a profession of faith, a lifetime commitment to the Rule and a permanent 
commitment to the Gospel life. When you commit to your vocation, you are received into the Order. The newly-
professed member then joins the rest of the fraternity in ongoing formation.  Here are some of your friends who 
are members of our fraternity... 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflection by Linda Grady, OFS: 
“To answer a call to a vocation is not to be taken lightly.  It brings with it new and challenging responsibilities, a 
new outlook on the world, and a commitment for the rest of one's life.  I thank God that I answered this call, and 
pray for faithfulness to the Rule. As stated in Art. 19 of the Rule, I also pray to be a ‘messenger of perfect joy,...to 
bring joy and hope to others.’"    
 

If the Secular Franciscan experience is calling you please contact Formation Director Linda Grady 
through the St. Joan of Arc parish office at www.saintjoan.org. 
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What is Pancreatitis? 
The pancreas is a large gland behind the stomach and next to the small intestine. The pancreas does two main 
things: 
1. It releases powerful digestive enzymes into the small intestine to aid the digestion of food. 
 

2. It releases the hormones insulin and glucagon into the bloodstream. These hormones help the body control 
how it uses food for energy. 
 

Pancreatitis is a disease in which the pancreas becomes inflamed. Pancreatic damage happens when the 
digestive enzymes are activated before they are released into the small intestine and begin attacking the 
pancreas. 
 

There are two forms of pancreatitis — Acute and Chronic 
1. Acute pancreatitis is a sudden inflammation that lasts for a short time. It may range from mild discomfort to a 
severe, life-threatening illness. Most people with acute recover completely after getting the right treatment.  
 

2. Chronic pancreatitis is long-lasting inflammation of the pancreas. It most often happens after an episode of 
acute pancreatitis. Heavy alcohol drinking is another big cause. Damage to the pancreas from heavy alcohol use 
may not cause symptoms for years, but then the person may suddenly develop severe pancreatitis symptoms.  
 

Symptoms include; upper abdominal pain that radiates into the back, it may be aggravated by eating, especially 
foods high in fat, swollen and tender abdomen, nausea and vomiting, fever, increased heart rate. 
 

Treatments: 
1. Acute -  you will receive IV fluids to replace those you lost and maintain your blood pressure, giving time for 
your pancreas to heal. 
 

2.  Chronic -  same initially as acute, but then ongoing treatment as you will need to avoid alcohol, eat a low-fat 
diet, in some cases taking enzyme pills to help rest the pancreas. 
 

Please see your Physician if you are experiencing any of the symptoms of pancreatitis. 
 

Source: Web MD 2017 

Today,  after months in the planning, we are delighted to announce an 
evening of education for all adults, especially seniors, who would like to 
have answers to their questions, stay informed and prepare for the future. 
 

“Being Mortal” will be presented on Tuesday, November 7 
from 6–8:30 pm in the St. Patrick Parish Hall. 

 
With years of experience in the field of healthcare, Rev. Mark Deckinga, Manager of Spiritual Care at St. Vincent 
Health, Kokomo and Ms. Peggy Farrer RN, Manager of Home Health/Hospice at St. Vincent Health, Kokomo.  
will discuss life examples of aging with dignity by employing the DVD “Being Mortal”.  
The presentation covers aspects of aging-with-dignity issues, such as, critical decisions in end-of-life care, how to 
let family know your end-of-life wishes, & what are Advance Directives & how do they work?   
Many of us believe our family members will know our preferences going forward simply because they know us.  
Or perhaps we assume family members will make the same dignified care choices we would want …or that all 
family members will agree with a decision !   

 
- Do you really want to make those assumptions? 
- Do you really want to put the burden of those decisions on your family at that time? 
 
You have been asking for a class on this topic, now we welcome & encourage adults of all ages to attend this 
special evening of education and enlightenment in the comfort of our parish family. 

 
Attendees will receive a copy of the advance directive document popular with Catholics all over the United Stated 
called “Five Wishes”. This document will also be explained. 
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Thanks to everyone who helped make the 2017 Oktoberfest a 

success! Our parish family combined their time and talents in making 

crafts, baked goods, and homemade pretzels. We appreciate the help 

setting up the booths, volunteering throughout the evening (and the 

weeks leading up to it), and the donations of prizes for the raffle. 

Liz White, Family Life Director, was pleased with the event. “It was a 

success because it brought something new to the parish, it gathered 

many gifted and talented individuals of the parish, and it invited the 

community of Kokomo to be part of our parish family’s celebration,” she 

said of the October 13 celebration. 

Even though our parish is named for the patron saint of Ireland, we 

have strong German roots, too. “The Oktoberfest brought our parish 

family together to celebrate the German heritage that is so important to 

our parish history,” according to White. She also thanked the City of 

Firsts Volkswagen Club and the City of Kokomo for their participation. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

Event Sponsor 

 Shirley & Stout Funeral 

Home & Crematory 

Major Sponsors 

 True Realty 

 Knights of Columbus #656 

Tent Sponsors 

 Indiana Asthma & 

Immunology 

 Moore Title & Escrow 

Inaugural event was a success 

— Photos by Jim Christie and 

Chuck Jansen 
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In honor of the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi on Wednesday, October 4, 

Fr. Brian Dudzinski offered a blessing of pets prior to the evening Mass. 

Parishioners brought one cat and approximately 15 dogs for the blessing, 

which took place in the yard on the south side of the church. 

Over 125 parishioners joined together 

for one hour of silent prayer in front of 

the church to pray for a greater respect 

for life in our country. Respect Life 

Sunday fell on October 1 this year; it 

marked the 30th year for the annual Life 

Chain. The group ended by praying the 

Divine Mercy Chaplet in the church. 
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Students in Pre-Kindergarten through 

second grade learned about fire safety 

on October 24. Members of the Kokomo 

Fire Department visited the school and 

brought their Fire Safety House for the 

students to practice escaping a burning 

building. Students learned how to tell if a 

door is safe to open, how to go down 

steps they can’t see, and how to crawl 

under the smoke. 

Spaghetti dinner and 5K 
Athletes often like to “carb up” the day before a big 

event. When it comes to supporting our parish school, 

even non-athletes decided to stock up on tasty pasta at 

the annual spaghetti dinner. 

As in years past, Angie Martino fixed her famous 

Martino’s Italian Villa’s homemade marinara as well as 

the ever-popular meat sauce. She also made many 

loaves of her homemade Italian bread for the 

September 29 dinner. 

The following day, participants in the STSJP Saints 

on the Run 5K Walk/Run took to the course to raise 

funds for Sts. Joan of Arc and Patrick School. The 

Saturday morning event started with a fun run for the 

younger children before the official 5K began. 



Thanksgiving Dinner Items: 
 stuffing mix, chicken broth and noodles  

 canned or packaged gravy  

 canned yams and marshmallows  

 cranberry sauce  

 canned green beans and corn 

 cream of mushroom soup  

 French fried onions  

 macaroni & cheese 

 pumpkin pie filling and pie crust 

 cake mix & frosting 

 sugar and flour 

 $25 Meijer Scrip Card to purchase a turkey, milk, eggs, 

fresh potatoes and bread for a family  

Basic Essentials:   

 soap 

 dish soap 

 toilet paper 

 shampoo 

 toothpaste 

 laundry detergent  

We are collecting donations for our Holiday Outreach program. 

Below is a list of needed items:  

 

Applications are available in the parish office, in the back of the church, or online. The Holiday Outreach 

application must be turned in by November 13  for both the Thanksgiving and Christmas Outreaches.  

Please bring your donations to the parish hall November 1 through November 18. 

 

Volunteers are needed to assemble baskets on  

Sunday, November 19 at 12:30 pm 

 

People are needed to deliver baskets on  

Monday, November 20 from 10 am — 12 pm 
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Sign up to help by contacting Liz White at the parish office at 452-6021 or 

liz.w@stpatrick-kokomo.org  


