
the priesthood and reli-

gious life and to further 

Catholicism by encour-

aging its members, in 

fellowship, through edu-

cation, to fulfill their vo-

cations to service.  

Let Father Serra inspire 

us to nurture vocations 

and become missionaries 

ourselves as we work for 

vocations. Come join our 

ministry the day that Ju-

nipero Serra becomes a 

saint on September 23rd. 

See Page  7.         

 Serra USA  

Our Name  
A Franciscan missionary 

Blessed Junipero Serra is 

well known as the 18th 

century founder of a 

string of California mis-

sions. Like Father Serra, 

the Serrans of today put 

faith into action. 

Whether through meet-

ings, vocational pro-

grams, or personal in-

volvement in school, 

parish and diocesan ac-

tivities, Serrans accept 

the challenge of foster-

ing vocations and en-

couraging spiritual 

growth.  

Father Serra's missions 

were established along 

El Camino Real, which  

linked his Church-

centered communities up 

and down the California 

coastline.  Serrans today 

strive to carry out its 

own mission: to foster 

and promote vocations to 

 

Junipero Serra Canonization September 23, 2015 

Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Junipero Serra 

Kokomo Serra Club 
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Todd Richey 

President 

Linda Flodder 

V.P. Vocations 

Barb Miller 

V.P. Member-

ship 

Karla Richey 

V.P. Programs 

Dottie Burns 

V.P. Communi-

cations 

Sheryl Zach-

man 

Secretary 

Jim Harris 

Treasurer 

Russ Kirchner 

Past District 

Governor 

Fr. Mike 

McKinley 

Chaplain 

Heavenly Father, we ask you to look lovingly on the missionary journey of your 
faithful servant, Blessed Junípero Serra. 
His steadfast efforts in founding nine missions in California and the conversion of 
thousands of Native Americans have inspired the formation and work of Serra 
International. 
This ministry in Father Serra's name is to encourage and affirm vocations to 
priesthood and vowed religious life. 
We pray that you bless this holy and courageous Franciscan missionary and 
grant him the ultimate honor of Sainthood in your heavenly kingdom. 
We ask this in the name of thy Blessed Trinity and of Mary, Queen of Vocations. 
Amen. 
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Essay Contest Winners 

K O K O M O  S E R R A  C L U B  

Twenty students 

were recognized 

for their essays 

at the school 

Mass and during 

the Sunday Reli-

gious Education 

class in May.  

First place win-

ners read their 

essays at the 

annual Religious 

Appreciation 

Dinner on June 

9th. 

     Ava Cothern            Abby Kanable 

    Lucy Baker                 Sonny Rosetto 

How am I a believable witness for Christ and how 
do I rekindle faith in myself and in people in 
the Catholic Church and beyond? 

 

How would your parents react if you told them 

you wanted a religious vocation?  How would 

you respond to their reaction? 



Annual Religious Appreciation Dinner June 9th 
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The Servus Dei 

Award was pre-

sented to Todd 

Richey, President 

of Serra Club, by 

Fr. Ted Dudzinski, 

the previous 

award winner. 
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Deacon Derek Aaron 

Fr. Daniel Shine 

 

Serrans Attend May 30th Ordination 

 

Deacon Kyle Neterer 

K O K O M O  S E R R A  C L U B  



President’s Place   
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I would like to thank all Serrans for their participation in 

the recent Religious Appreciation Dinner.   The night was 

a great success in the fact that we have a potential of five 

new members.   Let's all keep our fingers crossed and en-

courage others to prayerfully consider joining our club.   

As a goal for our club, I would like to see us have around 

60 members.   Our roster is currently at approximately 

45 members. Please remember to P.U.S.H. which means 

Pray Until Something Happens.   GOD Bless.                                                       

Todd Richey 

The Kokomo Serra Club meets on the first Tuesday and attends Mass together on the 

third Sunday of every month. Tuesday meetings are  held at St. Joan of Arc at 7:00 

p.m. On even months, we attend  8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Joan of Arc Church and on odd 

months, we attend 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Patrick Church. Our meetings involve a pro-

gram or guest speaker concerning our Catholic faith.  We recognize and respond to 

God’s call to holiness while serving others. 

Have you prayed for us today? 

 Just the Facts 

Meet all 

of these 

young 

men at 

the an-

nual 

Seminar-

ian Picnic 

in August. 

Lord Jesus, we ask 

Your special blessing 

on those preparing 

for the priesthood in 

our seminaries.  We 

pray that they will 

grow in faith, hope 

and love.  May their 

hearts overflow with 

Your compassion, 

understanding and 

generosity, and may 

their desire to serve 

You inspire others to 

answer the call.  

Give them courage 

and perseverance 

and be their constant 

companion as they 

prepare to serve You 

and Your people 

with faithfulness.  

Lord, give our semi-

narians the grace to 

continue to answer 

the call to follow You 

on their journey.  

Lord Jesus, fill the 

hearts of our semi-

narians with the fire 

of Your love.  Make 

them holy as You are 

holy.            Amen 
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 Chaplain’s Corner ~ Fr. McKinley 

Safe Haven Baby Box Bill 
Tyann Sanchez, the Director for Safe Haven Baby Box, 

Inc. was our guest speaker at the April Serra Club 

meeting.  Tyann is a military wife, a mother of four 

with one on the way, a devout Catholic and a person 

with a passion for little ones.  She brings her career 

experiences as a business manager and involvement in 

the Pro-Life efforts to the Safe Haven Baby Box pro-

gram.  As a woman and mother, she has a strong pas-

sion for saving the lives of little ones left by their own 

mothers, due to overwhelming angst and distress.  

Congress passed the bill for mothers to leave a baby in 

a Safe Haven box and Tyann is implementing the pro-

gram in her local area. 

We may think 36 is young but during the 18th Century, it may have 
been considered middle aged. Yet, at 36 years of age, Fr. Junipero 
Serra began a new era of his life when he left Spain for the New 
World. Twenty years later Serra began his now famous missionary 
work in California, establishing 9 Missions which eventually totaled 21 
due to the foundation he laid. Thirty-five years of Missionary work is 
quite an accomplishment even for today’s standards. Back then, we 

may even call it a miracle. 

Leaving home, leaving family, leaving behind everything, I’m sure there were times Fr. Serra 
wondered if what he was doing was worth it. The barrenness, the heat, the threat of robbers, 
attacks, wild animals, and the unknown did not get the best of Serra. His faith was tested. His 
faith in God triumphed. He succeeded in bringing the Good News to the people of Califor-

nia.  

On July 3rd the Church celebrates the Feast of St. Thomas. He’s famous for doubting. He’s 
even more famous for leading others to faith. His bold proclamation: “My Lord and my God” 
is an example for us to imitate. Through the intercessions of Thomas and Junipero may we 

trust, believe, and lead others to God. Both were evangelists. What they were, we are called 

to be.  

Like Thomas and Junipero, God calls us to live and to share our faith. We, too, journey into 
the unknown not knowing how our journey will end but knowing where our journey will end. 
Filled with God’s grace may we continue to pray, encourage, support and foster vocations to 
the Religious Life and to Ordained Ministry. With Thomas and Junipero as our role models, 

how can we but succeed? 

 

St. Thomas and St. Junipero pray for us. 

K O K O M O  S E R R A  C L U B  

 

Please Pray For: 

Don Voiles            

Joe Maieron 

Marge Sayers 

Cella Kirchner    

Larry Nix 



See Anyone You Know? 
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Yes, I would like to become a Serran the Day  

           Junipero Serra Becomes a SAINT! 

Name ___________________________________________ 

Phone _________________   Cell ____________________ 

Call or Submit to Barb Miller,  Membership Vice President 

Home: (765) 457-1078    Cell:  (765) 860-4402 

Come join our Serra ministry and have fun promoting religious vocations and supporting our 

priests and consecrated religious in their sacred ministry.  Support the seminarians in our dio-

cese and those in the permanent diaconate ministry.  We have great speakers at our meetings, 

we like to party and mingle with the religious and even Bishop Doherty comes to our parties.  

Get to know them on a personal basis.  A life of service needs support from those served.  Our 

ministry is to serve them in any way that they may need help.  Dues for a Serran the first two 

years of membership is only $20 /quarter and their spouse is half price for $10.  Thereafter, 

dues is $33 /quarter and half for the spouse.  Join us and you too will recognize and respond 

in your own life to God’s call to holiness. 



The Kokomo Serrans celebrated with their 

Chaplain, Fr. Mike McKinley, on his 30th  

Anniversary of ordination on May 25, 

1985.  Fr. Mike was presented with a stole 

commemorating his anniversary date. 


