
  

The Gospel & Culture 

“Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is the  will of 

God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

                                                                           Romans 2:2 

T 
he relationship between the Gospel and the 

culture of the age has been a primary 

consideration of the Church since her 

foundation.  Christianity is not lived in a vacuum; it 

is lived within a specific culture and set of 

circumstances.  As American Catholics, we are 

called to transform the culture that we live in, here in 

the United States.   “Circling the wagons” and 

ignoring the culture around us is not an option; Jesus 

sends us out into the world to be agents of 

evangelization who transform the culture. 

 In order to achieve this goal, it is necessary 

that we be knowledgeable about the culture we live 

in, but it is even more important that we be 

knowledgeable about our own faith.  If we try to 

engage the world without that firm foundation, it is 

the culture that will transform us, rather than the 

other way around.  This is one of the reasons the 

Holy Father has set aside this Year of Faith. 

 Sharing the message of the Gospel with the 

culture requires that we bear witness to it in the 

public square.  The Gospel must be lived on the 

playground, in the work place, and in the voting 

booth in addition to in the church.  It is my hope that 

this short booklet will help you to bear that authentic 

witness in the world. 

In the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Eucharistic 

Heart of Jesus, 
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WHO’S DEFINING THE TERMS? 
Words are very powerful.  A single word conveys context, emotion, precision, nuance, and 

connection to prior experience.  In a debate, the one who defines the terms of the premise 

determines the direction the discussion will go.  As Catholics living in the world, we must 

make sure that the parameters of the discussion are based on the true definitions of faith and 

not the twisted definitions of the world.   

“For in that they dare to question those sound 

definitions of the faith, and take upon themselves to 

produce others contrary to them, what else do they but 

accuse the Fathers, and stand up in defense of that 

heresy which they opposed and protested against? And 

what they now write proceeds not from any regard for 

the truth, as I said before, but rather they do it as in 

mockery and by an artifice, for the purpose of 

deceiving men; that by sending about their letters they 

may engage the ears of the people to listen to these 

notions” 

                               Saint Athanasius 

                               356AD  

 

 

TERM 

CATHOLIC DEFINTION WORLDLY DEFINTION 

 

CONSCIENCE 

Rooted in the law God has placed on our 

hearts, it is the inner voice that calls us to do 

good and to avoid evil (Cf. CCC 1777-1778). 

Someone’s own personal notions 

about right and wrong (usually 

relative to one’s upbringing). 

 

FREEDOM 

The absence of obstacles that would prevent 

you from choosing the good that God sets 

before you.  Choosing that good expresses 

our love for God (Cf. CCC 1731). 

The ability to do whatever you 

want. 

 

FREEDOM OF 

RELIGION 

Ability to follow the dictates of a properly-

formed conscience (both in worship and the 

public square) without external constraints of 

political authorities (Cf. CCC 1907 & 2108). 

The ability to worship as you desire 

in the place of worship of your 

choice. 

 

LOVE 

A choice to act for another’s best interests 

(from God’s perspective) even if it requires 

sacrificing my own desires (Cf. CCC 1822). 

Strong affections/emotions for 

another arising out of kinship or 

personal ties. 
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TERM 

CATHOLIC DEFINTION WORLDLY DEFINTION 

 

MARRIAGE 

The life-long union between a man and a 

woman, which was instituted by God to be a 

reflection of the Trinity, to make the spouses 

holy, and to the procreation and upbringing of 

children (Cf. CCC 1601).  

Government’s acknowledgement of 

the union between people who 

“love” one another.  See the worldly 

definition of “love.”  

 

MORALITY 

(Catholic) 

VALUES & ETHICS 

(Worldly Definition) 

Guiding principles in decision making that are 

rooted in the objective truth revealed by God.  

Requires obedience to that truth & the 

acquisition/growth of virtue.  Obeying those 

principles makes a person good; disobeying 

those principles makes a person bad (Cf. CCC  

1704 & 1777). 

The (subjective) principles of 

conduct governing an individual or 

a group. 

 

OPEN-

MINDEDNESS 

& DIALOG 

Appreciating elements of truth and grace found 

among people.  Dialog focuses on a united 

search for the truth, which ultimately is God 

(Cf. CCC 856). 

The ability to be receptive to all 

ideas and arguments equally.  

“Dialog” between these ideas 

simply requires not offending those 

who have different ideas. 

 

TOLERANCE 

Temporarily allowing error/evil to continue, 

with the goal of finding the most beneficial 

situation for removing that error/evil while 

winning over souls who freely choose to accept 

the truth (Cf. CCC 311). 

The ability to coexist with others 

who think differently from you 

without imposing your views on 

them. 

 

“For there is no need to be afraid of any of those 

definitions, when the mind has a good 

conscience, that it utters that which to be true it 

either knows, or opines, or believes, and that it 

has no wish to make any thing believed but  that 

which it utters.” 

                               Saint Augustine 

                               Circa 400AD  
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DIALOGING WITH CULTURE 

ABOUT INTRINSIC EVILS 

In dialoging with culture, it is essential that intrinsic evils never be tolerated in society, much 

less, promoted by law.  Intrinsic evils are those things that are always wrong, no matter what.  

They are things rooted in natural law, the law God has written on the hearts of every person—

believer and non-believer alike.  We must remember that  cooperation with these evils is never 

acceptable, and even beyond that, we cannot remain silent if these things exist in our society.  

Silence indirectly condones these  actions.  Among the many issues on the table, those dealing 

with intrinsic evils are the most important, not just at election time, but at all times. 

Abortion 

The Church:  Abortion is the deliberate termination of pregnancy 

by killing the unborn child.  The human life must be respected and 

protected absolutely from the moment of conception. 

The World:  What about in the cases of rape and incest?  Surely the 

Church would make an exception in these cases of extreme evil. 

Ways to Evangelize the Culture:  Abortion is ALWAYS wrong.  

The pre-born child is not the one who committed the crime.  Even in 

the case of the health of the mother, it is never OK to intentionally 

take one life in order to save the other.  It is necessary that we fight 

equally for both the mother and the child. 

Euthanasia 

The Church:  Our life is not our own; we are called to be stewards 

of the life God gives us.  Only He can determine when it is our time 

to die. 

The World:  Isn’t it important that a seriously ill person be able to 

die with dignity rather than be a burden to their loved ones? 

Ways to Evangelize the Culture:  The “quality of life” and “death 

with dignity” arguments are directly contrary to what God says 

about life.  Life in itself is good, regardless of other qualifiers.  Even 

suffering has value — both for the redemption of our own souls, and 

for the building up the body of Christ. 
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Fetal Stem Cell Research 

The Church:  The greatest concern about this type of research is 

that it requires the use of human embryos.  It is against human digni-

ty to reduce a person to a mere object of research.  The process also 

results in the destruction (killing) of these pre-born babies. 

The World:  This is just another example of the Church being 

against science and reason.  What about all the lives that would be 

saved through this research? 

Ways to Evangelize the Culture:  The Church supports research in 

which the stem cells come from a morally acceptable source (adult 

tissue donations, etc.)  Almost all the successful treatments have 

come from these sources. 

Human Cloning 

The Church:  Cloning reduces reproduction to a manufacturing   

process that focuses on mass-production to certain specifications.  It 

is dehumanizing and results in the treatment of some individuals 

(who would come into the world through cloning) as sub-human. 

The World:  The desire is only to produce cells and tissues that can 

be used for therapeutic means. 

Ways to Evangelize the Culture:  Those cells and tissues come 

from living human beings, even though they are only at the cell-

level of development.  Human life begins at conception not at a 

particular stage of development, and many lives can be inadvertently 

lost in the process of cloning. 

Homosexual “Marriage” 

The Church:  Marriage was created by God not by the state.  It has 

two goals—the procreation and education of children and the unity 

of the spouses.  Anything outside of God’s definition of marriage is 

not capable of achieving these two goals. 

The World:  The Church needs to stay out of the bedroom.  What 

two people who love each other do there is no one else’s business.  

Ways to Evangelize the Culture:  The expression of true love must 

be proper to the relationship—not all love should be expressed sex-

ually; that is only proper between a husband and wife.  Also, what 

happens in the bedroom isn’t just private—it affects society—which 

is why the state can require marriage certificates in the first place. 

“If acts are intrinsically evil, a good intention or particular circumstances can  

diminish their evil, but they cannot remove it.”  Bl. John Paul II in Veritatis Splendor 
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MAINTAINING TRUTH IN CULTURE 

W 
hen we look at the book of Genesis, 

we can see that Satan’s plan from the 

beginning was to separate Adam and 

Eve from the truth that God had revealed so that he 

could ultimately separate them from God, Himself. 

The methods the father of lies used in the garden 

are no different than the methods he uses today.  

Just as he started by getting Eve to question the 

truth about what God said and His motivation for 

saying it, the devil seeks to inject relativism and a 

rejection of authority into our culture.  Once Satan 

was able get Eve to question the truth about what 

God said, he was able to get her to abandon that 

truth — she now saw the 

fruit as good — the very 

fruit that God had told her 

not to eat.  The same is 

true in our own culture 

that sees homosexuality, 

abortion, and other evils as 

good and sees those who 

stand up for the truth 

revealed by God as “intolerant” and bad.  But 

what’s the consequence? 

Because Eve rejected God’s truth and sinned, death 

entered the world.  Is it any surprise that the 

relativistic culture we live in today is so caught up 

in the culture of death?  The culture of life requires 

the foundation of a culture of truth.  A culture of 

deceit, where objective truth is ignored, is what 

brings about the culture of death.  Pilate’s actions 

in the trial of Jesus are a great example of this 

concept.  His denial of truth came first — “What is 

truth?”  His willingness to put the Son of God to 

death immediately followed.   

On June 11th of this year Pope Benedict XVI 

warned us of the dangers that we face today in 

culture.  He said, “We see cultures in which the 

truth does not count, in which all that counts is the 

spirit of calumny and destruction; a culture which 

does not seek goodness; a culture which uses its 

morality as a mask to confuse and destroy...To this 

culture, in which falsehood is disguised as truth and 

information, to this culture which seeks only 

material wealth and denies God, we say 'no'." 

In responding to this type of culture, it is not 

enough to say ‘no’; we also need to proclaim the 

‘yes’ of truth.  In the face of intimidation from the 

world, it is difficult to speak about truth, but that is 

exactly what we are called to do.  Saint Paul knew 

that evangelizing a world that does not want to hear 

the truth does not come without a cost.  His words 

to Timothy can equally be applied to us today:  “As 

for you, always be steady, endure suffering, do the 

work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry” (2 Tim 

4:5). 

If the world doesn’t want to hear the message of 

truth and we must endure suffering to proclaim that 

message, why would we ever do it in the first 

place?  In short, its an expression of true love for 

our brothers and sisters throughout the world.  In 

his great encyclical on truth, Blessed John Paul II 

said, “This essential bond between Truth, the Good 

and Freedom has been largely lost sight of by 

“A culture of   

deceit, where 

objective truth is 

ignored, is what 

brings about the 

culture of death.” 
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present-day culture. As a result, helping man to 

rediscover it represents nowadays one of the specific 

requirements of the Church's mission, for the 

salvation of the world.” 

The question then remains — how do we help others 

to rediscover the splendor of truth?  In other words, 

how do we go about the task of the new 

evangelization?  Yes, the world must continue to hear 

the proclamation of the truth, but just hearing the 

truth isn’t sufficient.  Much of the world has already 

heard this message and has chosen to disregard it.  It 

needs to see the truth lived out in our witness.  That 

truth is not just a set of rules or concepts that we 

assent to — it’s the person of Jesus Christ.  

Therefore, our witness must ultimately be a 

profession of our love for Christ and His love for us 

and the rest of the world. 

If our witness is the principle means for maintaining 

truth in culture, we have a grave responsibility to 

make sure that witness is consistent with the message 

of the Gospel.  That means that we are called to a 

lifetime of theological reflection.  But what is 

theological reflection? 

Theological reflection examines the ways we are 

affected by the Gospel, our past experience, and the 

culture.  It also examines the impact each of those has 

on the others.  No one is exempt from the influences 

of the world.  If we don’t spend time in prayer and 

reflection to be aware of those influences, we have 

the tendency to take on the mentality of a worldly 

culture.  On the other hand, if we consistently 

examine our lives using the standard of the Gospel to 

judge our conduct, the Holy Spirit will be active in 

our lives, and His fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control (cf. Gal. 5:22-23) will attract others to the 

truth that is the source of those fruits.  As Saint Paul 

continues, “A little leaven leavens the whole 

lump” (Gal. 5:9). 

So to repeat, our motivation for being that leaven is a 

true love for our brothers and sisters.  If any of us had 

a loved one who was addicted to drugs, we would not 

hesitate to do an intervention for him, even though he 

might not want to hear anything that we have to say.  

Our love for that person compels us to share the truth 

with them because we know that is the only way they 

will be freed of their addiction.  Failing to speak out 

would indicate a lack of love for that person.  The 

same is true as we deal with a culture that is addicted 

to sin.  We must speak out against evil.  The world 

may not listen to us, just as an addict may not listen 

to those doing an intervention, but both will definitely 

remain enslaved if we remain silent.  Thus Saint Paul 

wrote to Timothy, “The aim of our charge is love that 

issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and 

sincere faith” (1 Tim 3:5). 

Because truth is the only thing that has the power to 

set us free (cf. Jn. 8:32), we must proclaim the truth 

in its entirety to the world.  We can’t water it down 

by leaving out the demanding parts. 

There is a great war taking place today in culture — a 

war ultimately about truth.  As Christians, we know 

that Jesus is that Truth, and that it is only by 

accepting that Truth that we can share in His 

abundant Life (cf. Jn. 10:10 and Jn. 14:6).  We have 

an obligation to know that Truth, to love that Truth, 

and to serve others by sharing that Truth with them.  

We must go out into the highways and bi-ways.  We 

must be servants of the Truth by bearing witness to 

Him in every area of our lives.  Surrounded by the 

darkness of today’s culture, it is not enough to stand 

there and curse that darkness; we must shine forth 

with the light of truth.  
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INFLUENCING THE CULTURE 
Like John the Baptist, Christians have the obligation to be the “voice in the desert” who 

constantly instructs all of humanity on the principles which should guide us in the concrete 

decisions we make.  Without hearing the truth of the Gospel society will tend to make deci-

sions based solely on financial and utilitarian criteria.  It is not enough to sit back and 

complain about the criteria society applies, we need to have a voice in the public square—a 

voice that doesn’t just speak about culture but that influences it.  Influencing the culture 

means standing up for the poor and the defenseless, those members of society whom the 

world tends to ignore. 

Health Care 

H ealth care is a right connected to human dignity and the right 

to life.  This doesn’t remove the duty that each person has to 

apply diligence and thrift to acquire health care (and other needs) for 

themselves and their families.  If someone can’t work (and thus get 

healthcare) through no fault of their own,  it is necessary to 

provide it, even though it is not necessarily the place of the 

government to do so in the form of an entitlement.  People need to 

have access while also taking personal responsibility for their care 

and the form that care takes.  Obviously, health care doesn’t include 

things like paying for abortion and contraception that have nothing 

to do with promoting and sustaining life.  Including abortion and 

contraception and failing to defend conscience rights of those who provide and/or pay for healthcare are 

completely contrary to the Church’s teaching about healthcare.  The rich tradition of Catholic social and moral 

teaching should guide our evaluation of the many and varied proposals for health care reform.  No Catholic 

should ignore these moral principles. 

Immigration 

T here are two key principles that must be considered as regards 

immigration, and both are laid out in the USCCB pastor letter, 

Strangers No Longer.  The first is that the US government has a 

legitimate authority to control and protect its borders; it is not required 

to have an “open borders” policy.  The second is that these 

immigration policies and enforcement must respect the dignity of all 

persons (including illegal immigrants) and defend the right that all 

individuals have to emigrate, and keep their native tongue and heritage.  

For this to happen, immigration policies should be targeted to 

dangerous and criminal elements.  There needs to be proper 

consideration given to family situations and needs.  Due process rights must be protected, which includes 

avoiding unnecessary penalties  or unnecessary force.  Means for attaining legal citizenship must be in place.  

Finally, treatment of immigrants should be humane, and should give special consideration to refugees, asylum 

seekers, and children. 
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Subsidiarity 

S ubsidiarity is a way of respecting the dignity of an individual by 

never doing for others what they can do for themselves.  

Likewise, if someone can’t do it for themselves, the assistance 

comes from the lowest possible level (from those closest to the 

person in need and with the greatest moral responsibility to respond 

to that need).  The US government was set up with this in mind — 

deferring most things to the states, and likewise, the states to local 

governments.   Neglecting subsidiarity often leads to excessive 

centralization of human services, which increases costs and lowers a 

sense of personal responsibility.  This is why both Bl. John Paul II 

and Benedict XVI have spoken out against a “Social Assistance State”.  Subsidiarity allows us to promote 

initiative and to take proper responsibility for meeting the needs of our neighbor.  Taking away our ability to 

respond spontaneously and quickly to those in need around us deprives us of an opportunity to foster true 

community and to earn merit for our good works.  Solidarity and subsidiarity need to always take place at the 

same time. 

Unions 

T he both/and principle applies to the Church’s teaching about 

unions.  The Church supports the rights of workers to form 

associations, but it also emphasizes that unions should not be about 

“group or class egoism,” as Bl. John Paul II called it.  Unions exist 

to promote the common good, not to promote self-interests at the 

expense of that common good.  Unions need to promote justice in 

the work place for all people, and they must avoid getting so 

involved in the political arena that they fail to achieve their most 

important purpose.  Unions need to work with employers as they 

both seek the common good.  This work for the common good can be threated by forces that seek to 

manipulate unions for their own ambitions.  Ignoring the right to a private ballot and forcing people to be a 

part of a union and to pay union dues are especially dangerous tools of coercion that can be applied by 

leadership. 

Prudential Judgment 

T here are many issues on which more than one response might 

be acceptable; these are the issues of prudential judgment.  

Applying moral principles to particular situations often requires the 

use of such judgment.  When making these decisions, we aren’t free 

to do whatever we want; we need to make the choice for the option 

that best applies those moral principles.  If we don’t know those 

principles, we can’t choose and advocate appropriately; thus, it is 

necessary that priests and bishops educate the faithful about those 

principles,.  Especially in the political arena, we need to advocate for 

those principles so that decisions aren’t made based only on political parties, but on objective truth. Finally, it 

is important that we avoid thinking we can treat non-negotiable things (the intrinsic evils mentioned earlier) as 

prudential judgments, since the only acceptable response is to reject them. 
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CATHOLICISM & THE TRUE PATRIOT 

D 
o you consider yourself as an American 

Catholic, a Catholic American, or think 

that the two terms can’t go together?  Can 

someone be a good American and a good Catholic 

at the same time.  It may come as a surprise, but not 

only can the two go together, but it’s impossible to 

be a good American if we aren’t living out the 

demands of our faith.  This is because the true 

patriot and the true follower of Catholicism are both 

people of virtue.  In that vain, George Weigel, a 

Catholic scholar recently said, “The future of 

America depends upon the recognition that a 

democracy requires citizens formed in virtue in 

order to flourish.” 

Virtue is the habit of doing the good—not 

subjective good, but objective good.  When citizens 

seek to be people of virtue they do what is good for 

themselves and for their country.  When individuals 

strive for holiness and seek to imitate God who is 

the source of all virtue, they are willing to make the 

sacrifice that advances the good of the whole 

country even if it personally comes at a cost to 

them.  Examine the great heroes of American 

history; have any of these men and women done 

great things for our country without excelling in at 

least one virtue if not several?  If we as Catholics 

are going to transform the culture, it is by being 

people of virtue.  In this Year of Faith there are 14 

key virtues that we are focusing on in our school 

and in our parish.  I invite you to live them out in 

your own lives, too.   

Although not listed as one of the 14, patriotism also 

is a virtue if lived correctly.  Some might 

mistakenly equate patriotism with nationalism – an 

attitude that my country is superior to all others and 

is always right. This differs greatly from the proper 

loyalty and pride one should experience when 

practicing the virtue of patriotism. Saint Thomas 

Aquinas defined true patriotism as a virtue 

connected to justice which leads citizens to promote 

and protect the common good of all who reside in 

that nation based on a sense of loyalty. 

But this begs the question:  what is the common 

good?  The common good can be defined as “the 

sum total of social conditions which allow people, 

either as groups or as individuals, to reach their 

fulfillment more fully and more easily” (CCC 

#1906). 

People only reach that fulfillment when they are 

following God’s will.  Therefore, working for the 

common good means striving for a society where it 

is easier to practice virtue than it is to commit vice.  

This is what is meant by building up the Kingdom 

of God; it’s putting in place structures of virtue to 

counter and replace the structures of sin.  This is 

ultimately the desire (even if certain individuals 

don’t recognize it) of any true patriot and any 

authentic Catholic. 

For this reason, John Paul II said, “True patriotism 

never seeks to advance the well-being of one's own 

nation at the expense of others. For in the end this 

would harm one's own nation as well: doing wrong 
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damages both aggressor and victim.” Someone who 

is truly patriotic not only celebrates the 

accomplishments of his or her country, but he or she 

is a herald of truth, like the prophets of old, who call 

for the country to return to the ways of God.  

Therefore, when we stand up against unjust laws such 

as those concerning abortion, we are practicing true 

patriotism, although our countrymen reject us and our 

message in the same way that the Israelites rejected 

the prophets of the Old Testament. 

As a result of our baptism and confirmation, we share 

in the prophetic office of Christ and need to be true 

patriots. This ultimately means our analysis of issues 

our country faces must be rooted in solidarity and 

truth, and not limited to only seeing things from “an 

American perspective.” We must remember that we 

are not only citizens of the United States, but more 

importantly, we are citizens of the City of God. 

As citizens of this country, we have an obligation to 

be fully involved in the political process, not only at 

election time, but in all areas of political activity. 

“All believers are called to faithful citizenship, to 

become informed, active, and responsible participants 

in the political 

“May they draw fresh inspiration from 

the highest ideals of their democratic 

tradition and contribute to the building of 

a world of solidarity, justice and peace, a 

world in which everyone is welcomed as a 

fellow-guest at the great banquet of life." 

Bl. John Paul II in Baltimore, MD 

October 8, 1995 

Key Virtues a True Patriot Needs in Order to Transform Culture  

Humility Acknowledging our true position with respect to God and others 

Gratitude Acknowledging and thanking God for all that is given to us 

Obedience Acceptance of the authority of the one we obey, without criticism or compromise 

Respect for Others Seeing all people as precious in God’s sight and treating them as such 

Responsibility Accepting the consequences of our actions 

Faith Believing in God and all that He has revealed to us and that the Holy Church proposes for our belief 

Hope Desiring Heaven and waiting with trust on God’s actions 

Charity Loving God above all things, and our neighbor as ourselves for the love of God 

Perseverance Taking the steps necessary to achieve a goal even in spite of difficulties 

Diligence Doing our best in all things, and offering them to God 

Temperance Desiring what is good and having mastery over our instincts 

Integrity Doing what we know is right regardless of who is watching 

Forgiveness Removal of the obstacles that interfere with our relationship with God 

Generosity Using spiritual, intellectual, and material goods rightly  

Continued on next page → 
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“I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus who is to judge the living and the 

dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:  preach the word, be urgent in season and out of 

season, convince, rebuke, and exhort, be unfailing in patience and in teaching.  For the time is 

coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumu-

late for themselves teachers to suit their own likings.  2 Tim 4:1-3 

PLACES TO GET MORE INFORMATION 
 Christianity and the Crisis of Culture by Pope Benedict XVI 

 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church by Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace 

 On Conscience—Bioethics & Culture by Pope Benedict XVI 

 Render Unto Caesar—Serving the Nation by Living Our Catholic Faith by Archbishop Charles Chaput 

 Seek First the Kingdom:  Challenging the Culture by Living Our Faith by Donald Cardinal Wuerl 

 The Difference God Makes:  A Catholic Vision of Faith, Communion, & Culture by Francis Cardinal 

George 

 The Naked Public Square by Fr. Richard Neuhaus 

 http://www.catholiceducation.org/articles/social_justice/sj0218.htm 

 http://www.ewtn.com/library/LITURGY/SMFC.TXT 

 http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/index.cfm 

 http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/ 

process.” For the faithful Christian, participation in 

the political arena is not something extra, but rather it 

is the concrete way that we fulfill Christ’s command 

(and our baptismal promises) to go out into all the 

world and teach them to observe what Christ has 

commanded us. Seen in this way, politics becomes 

another avenue for preaching the Gospel. For this 

reason, the American bishops exhorted us, “We 

encourage all citizens, particularly Catholics, to 

embrace their citizenship not merely as a duty and 

privilege, but as an opportunity meaningfully to 

participate [more fully] in building the culture of life. 

Every voice matters in the public forum.  Every vote 

counts.” 

In the face of the many recent attacks on religious 

freedom, it is imperative that every Catholic in 

America fulfill his or her patriotic duty to defend the 

Catholic faith in the public square.  Thus, the US 

Bishops said in the recent document, Our First, Most 

Cherished Liberty, “We are Catholics. We are 

Americans. We are proud to be both, grateful for the 

gift of faith which is ours as Christian disciples, and 

grateful for the gift of liberty which is ours as 

American citizens. To be Catholic and American 

should mean not having to choose one over the other. 

Our allegiances are distinct, but they need not be 

contradictory, and should instead be complementary. 

That is the teaching of our Catholic faith, which 

obliges us to work together with fellow citizens for 

the common good of all who live in this land. That is 

the vision of our founding and our Constitution, 

which guarantees citizens of all religious faiths the 

right to contribute to our common life together.”  The 

Fortnight for Freedom brought this patriotic duty to 

the forefront, but we must make sure that our efforts 

don’t end there.  As we go forward, let us strive to 

build a society where freedom and virtue are valued 

by every American. 


